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Self-portrait with a Gorget
Rembrandt, c. 1629



Bust of an Old Man Wearing a Fur Cap
Rembrandt, c. 1629



Girl with a Pearl Earring
Vermeer, c. 1665



Still frame from We Need to Talk About Kevin (Directed by Lynne Ramsay, 2011)
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Rule #1: Assess your environment and 
choose one light source.
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Colour Temperature Chart

Colour temperature is a standard method of describing colours for use in a range of situations and with

different equipment. Colour temperatures are normally expressed in units called kelvins (K). Note that

the term degrees kelvin is often used but is not technically correct (see below).

Technically speaking...

Colour temperature means the temperature of an ideal black body radiator at which the colour of the

light source and the black body are identical. (A black body is a theoretical radiator and absorber of

energy at all electromagnetic wavelengths.)

Colour Temperature in Video

For video operations the relevant temperatures range from around 2,000K to 8,000K — these are

common lighting conditions. In practical terms this usually means selecting lights, gels and filters which

are most  appropriate to  the prevailing light  or  to  create a particular  colour  effect.  For  example,  a

camera operator will select a "5600K filter" to use outside in the middle of a sunny day.

Terminology

Colour Temperature Chart http://www.mediacollege.com/lighting/colour/colour-temperatur...

1 of 2 6/20/09 11:28 PM



 



Rule #2: White Balance your camera 
every time  you change light sources.










